United States Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
441 S. Salina Street, Suite 354
Syracuse, NY 13202-2450

August 1, 2012

Ms. Jo Ann Burroughs

CSX Manager Network Services
500 Water Street J 315
Jacksonville, FL, 32202

Re: Information Request
Proposed Abandonment
STB-Docket No. AB-55 (Sub No. 716X)

Dear Ms. Burroughs:

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has completed a review of the
Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment of the CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT),
rail line between railroad mile post QDN 28.0 and milepost QDN28.1 in Niagara Falls, New
York. The enclosed Environmental Response Form and NRCS Farmland Classification Figure
provide documentation that the affected land contiguous to the CSXT rail line in the project area
is not classified as prime agricultural land. On the basis of this finding, it is unlikely that project
activities will have an adverse impact upon prime farmland in the vicinity of the project site.

For your future evaluations of CSXT activities in abandoning, converting, or constructing rail
infrastructure, including potential new routing and maintenance facility impacts to sensitive
environmental areas, we recommend that you review three Geographic Information System
(GIS) data sites; United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Geospatial Data Gateway, http://datagateway.nres.usda.gov/ , the
New York State GIS Clearinghouse, http:/gis.ny.gov/, and for digital soils, the Soil Data Mart,
http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/ . These resources will aid your identification of soil properties
and determinations of agricultural land use classifications (including Prime or Unique Farmland
Classification) within the potential disturbance areas of your projects.

Thank you for contacting us with your concerns for protecting NYS's agricultural resources.

Singerely,

Edward Henry,
State Resource C

tionist

Cc: Charles Kesterson, District Conservationist, NRCS, Lockport, NY
Helping People Help the Land

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



500 Water Street - J-315
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Phone: (904) 359-1247

FAX: (904) 359-1373

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com

[ csx ] How tomorrow moves
(T} (1)

Jo Ann Burroughs
Manager Network Services

CSXT Environmental Report Response Form
RE: STB Docket Number AB 55 (Sub No. 716X)

Please be advised that on or about August 1, 2012, CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is
proposing to file with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking
authority to abandon a portion of its rail line between railroad milepost QDN 28.0 near North
Avenue to the end of track at railroad milepost QDN 28.1 on CSXT's Northern Region, Albany
Division, Niagara Subdivision, Niagara County, Niagara Falls, New York.

Agency response (check one):

L No Environmental Impact - 1o i”‘;”' agrico Worel \ande (see andwg

Environmental Impact as follows (or attached):

Date: 7/31 / 12
Signature: %M
Name: Edwdw

|
Title: Skde Resame Conseedronul
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Farmland Classification-Niagara

County Area, New York

CSX Abandonment Area QDN 28.0

Farmland Classification

Farmland Classification— Summary by Map Unit — Niagara County Area, New York (NY664)

Map unit symhol Map unit name Rating Acres in AOI Percent of AQI
Ua Unsurveyed area Not prime farmland 16.2 100.0%
Totals for Area of Interest 16.2 100.0%

Description

Farmland classification identifies map units as prime farmland, farmland of
statewide importance, farmland of local importance, or unique farmland. It identifies
the location and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed, fiber, forage,
and oilseed crops. NRCS policy and procedures on prime and unique farmlands
are published in the "Federal Register,"” Vol. 43, No. 21, January 31, 1978.

Rating Options

Aggregation Method: No Aggregation Necessary

Tie-break Rule: Lower

USDA  Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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